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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This is in response to the Amendment filed January 29, 2007. 



2. 



Claims 1 - 9 are pending and are considered below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1 - 9 are directed to acquiring and producing computer files; however, 
they do not result in a physical transformation nor do they appear to provide a useful, 
concrete, and tangible result. Specifically, the claims do not appear to produce a 
tangible result because merely acquiring and producing computer files is nothing more 
than a thought or a computation within a processor. They fail to use or make available 
for use the result of the interpretation to enable its functionality and usefulness to be 
realized. The practical application is not explicitly recited in the claims nor does it flow 
inherently therefrom. Therefore, claims 1 - 9 are non-statutory. 

On the other hand, installing software using the acquired and produced files will 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. 

Also, claims 6 - 9 are directed to a "processor readable medium" which, in 
accordance with Applicant's specification, may be "a transition medium". This subject 
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matter is not limited to that which falls within a statutory category of invention because it 
is not limited to a process, a machine, a manufacture, or a composition of matter. 
Instead, it includes a form of energy, which does not fall within a statutory category. 

Amending the claims to recite a 'processor readable recording medium' would 
overcome this rejection in a manner consistent with Applicant's specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Machida (US PGPub 2002/0083131). 

Claim 1: Machida discloses a software-installing method for installing software in 
a computer so as to use one of a plurality of printing devices connected the computer 
through a network (see [0004]), the method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a template of a scenario which is a file describing procedures for 
installing the software, the template including parameters ("acquires driver setup 
information", [0051], see also FIG. 2, item s202); 
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acquiring data corresponding to the parameters("property information list is 
transmitted to a pc", [0064] - [0066], see also FIG. 2, steps s204 - s206) by searching 
an installation database ("property information may be stored in a registry", [0053]), and 
wherein said searching is based on said computer or a user of said computer ("driver 

information structure includes a PC name a user name, [0052], FIG. 3 and 

related text); 

and producing the scenario which is specific to said computer by incorporating 
the acquired data into the parameters of said template ("update the driver in accordance 
with the acquired property information ", [0073], see FIG. 2, step s208 and FIG. 7, step 
s607). 

Claim 2: Machida discloses the software-installing method as claimed in claim 1 , 
further comprising a step of inputting the produced scenario to an installation program 
(see [0073], [0096]-[0097]). 

Claim 3: Machida discloses the software-installing method as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising a step of acquiring the data corresponding to the parameters from 
the installation database located outside said computer ("managed in a centralized 
fashion by the server device") (see [0074]). 

Claim 4: Machida discloses the software-installing method as claimed in claim 1 , 
further comprising a step of acquiring data regarding print setting information as data 
for said parameters from said installation database (see [0096]). 
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Claim 5: Machida discloses a software-installing method for installing software 
computers so as to use a plurality of printing devices connected the computers through 
a network ([004]), the method comprising the steps of: 

producing a template of a scenario which is a file describing procedures for 
installing the software, the template including parameters, and providing said template 
to each of said computers (see [0068] and figure 7, [0095] and figure 23); 

and producing scenarios, specific to each of said computers, based on the 
produced template (see [0073], [0096]-[0097]). 

Claim 6: Machida discloses a processor readable medium storing program code 
means for causing a computer to install therein software to use one of a plurality of 
printing devices connected the computer through a network ([004]), the medium 
comprising: 

program code means for acquiring a template of a scenario which is a file 
describing procedures for installing the software, the template including parameters 
("acquires driver setup information", [0051], see also FIG. 2, item s202); 

program code means for acquiring data corresponding to the parameters 
contained in the template ("property information list is transmitted to a pc", [0066], see 
also FIG. 2, item s206) by searching an installation database ("property information may 
be stored in a registry", [0053]), and wherein said searching is based on said computer 
or a user of said computer ("driver information structure includes a PC name, a user 
name, ...", [0052], FIG. 3 and related text); 
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and program code means for producing the scenario which is specific to said 
computer by incorporating the acquired data into the parameters of said template 
("update the driver in accordance with the acquired property information [0073]). 

Claim 7: Machida discloses the processor readable medium as claimed in claim 
6, further comprising program code means for inputting the produced scenario to an 
installation program (see [0073], [0096]-[0097]). 

Claim 8: Machida discloses the processor readable medium as claimed in claim 
6, further comprising program code means for acquiring the data corresponding to the 
parameters from the installation-database located outside said computer ("managed in 
a centralized fashion by the server device") (see [0074]). 

Claim 9: Machida discloses the processor readable medium as claimed in claim 

6. further comprising program code means for acquiring data regarding print setting 
information as data for said parameters from said installation database (see [0096]). 

Response to Amendment 

7. The rejections of claims 1-9 under 35 U.S.C § 1 12 in the last Office Action have 
been withdrawn in view of Applicant's corrections. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed on 09/13/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 
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Applicant argues that Machida fails to disclose or suggest the step of acquiring 
data corresponding to the recited parameters by searching an installation database, 
"wherein said searching is based on said computer or a user of said computer". 
However, Machida discloses the "driver information structure includes a PC name, a 
user name, ..."(Machida, [0052], FIG. 3 and related text); 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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